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The New York Regional Association of
Grantmakers is a nonprofit membership organization of more than 285
grantmaking foundations and corporations. Its members award more than
$3.9 billion annually to more than
20,000 charitable organizations in the
New York area and around the globe.
Its mission is to promote and support
the practice of effective philanthropy
for the public good.
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“The ongoing efforts to rebuild
and transform the Gulf Coast
for all of its citizens and
communities require focused,
collaborative, and inclusive
strategies. We are proud that
NYRAG can play a role in
helping funders leverage their
work for the long-term benefit
of the region.”
Ronna D. Brown, President, New York Regional Association of Grantmakers



Dear Colleague,
Since the publication of the first edition of the
Donors’ Guide to Gulf Coast Relief & Recovery in June
2006, there have been many changes in the Gulf
Coast region — schools that lay destroyed and vacant
for so many months have been rebuilt and are now
filled with the voices of children; hospitals that were
so vital in providing healthcare to the working poor
are again operational; and more than 66 percent of
those who lived in New Orleans prior to the storms
have returned to their beloved city.
But so much has not changed.
The voices of our most vulnerable Gulf Coast populations — the elderly, the disabled, the poor and
working poor, and those of color — still struggle to be
heard in the recovery and rebuilding process. More
than 28 months after Katrina and Rita made landfall,
thousands of people in Louisiana and Mississippi
still live displaced far from their neighbors, families, and friends; with many businesses closing or
relocating after the storms, there is yet a lack of jobs
that pay a living wage; and health and mental health
service providers continue to struggle to meet the
needs of a population beleaguered by mental health
issues directly related to the trauma of the storms
and medical issues directly related to poverty and
substandard housing conditions.
Over the past two years, NYRAG members and the
wider New York philanthropic community have
responded admirably to the needs of those in
the hurricane-affected areas by providing more
resources to the Gulf Coast than any other philanthropic community in the nation — more than $325
million for rescue, recovery, and rebuilding efforts.

January 2008
The first edition of the Donors’ Guide to Gulf Coast
Relief & Recovery was published in June 2006 with the
purpose of providing a comprehensive and practical resource to those committed to funding in the
Gulf Coast region. It was hoped that the Donors’ Guide
would encourage collaboration between funders and
make more accessible the vast quantities of information around relief, recovery, and rebuilding in
the Gulf Coast. Based on the feedback we received,
we achieved our goal. We have heard from organizations across the country that funders, both large
and small, have used the Donors’ Guide as a means
of sharing information with their peers, and to
inform their funding decisions in the Gulf Coast. In
response to requests from grantmakers, NYRAG has
continued to gather information from New York-area
grantmakers on philanthropic activity in the Gulf
Coast for the purpose of creating a second edition of
the Donors’ Guide.
We hope the philanthropic community will continue its commitment to the Gulf Coast region and
that the second edition of the Donors’ Guide to Gulf
Coast Relief & Recovery provides some of the information required to inform philanthropic practices in a
region that needs our support for many years to come.
Sincerely,

Erica Hunt
President
The Twenty-First Century Foundation

But this is not enough. Voices remain unheard.
Needs remain unmet.
We must continue to assist communities to promote policies that ensure an equitable rebuilding process. We must advocate for asset-building
strategies that enable low-income people to take
control over their lives. And we must provide
resources, expertise, and support to those in the
nonprofit community who are striving to help
communities achieve these goals.


Mary Jo Mullan
Vice President
The F.B. Heron Foundation
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Mission Statement
of the NYRAG Gulf Coast
Recovery Task Force
The mission of the Task Force is to
support the individual and collective
efforts of foundations, corporations,
and individual donors to meet the
immediate and long-term needs of
displaced persons and survivors,
and help ensure an equitable
rebuilding and transformation of all
communities affected by Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita. To advance this
mission, the Task Force will gather
and distill information to inform
existing and effective philanthropic
practices and opportunities in
the hurricane-affected areas,
disseminate the information to
current and prospective donors, and
facilitate cooperative efforts.
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Funding Categories

Section 1 of the NYRAG Donors’
Guide to Gulf Coast Relief & Recovery
contains categorized information
regarding nonprofit organizations
that are working, or have worked,
with populations affected by
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.
All nonprofit organizations listed
have received funding from
NYRAG members or other New
York area funders.

Information is listed alphabetically
within the following funding categories:

Advocacy, Social Justice, and Equity
Aging and Disabled Populations
Arts, Culture, and Education
Community and Economic Development
Environment
Health and Mental Health
Housing
Hunger and Poverty
Immediate Disaster Relief
Intermediaries
Women, Children, and Families
For additional information about the nonprofit
organizations listed in Section 1, please refer to
the alphabetical listing of nonprofit organizations
in Section 2. Section 2 also contains information
about the NYRAG members and other New York area
funders that made grants to these organizations.
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A d v o c a c y ,  S o c i a l J u s t i c e ,  a n d  E q u i t y

“Save Our Neighborhood. No Bulldozing!”
October 2005
In the weeks following Hurricane Katrina,
government officials ordered the demolition of damaged, unoccupied homes in
New Orleans’ Lower 9th Ward. On October
15th, 2005 members of the Louisiana
Association of Community Organizations
for Reform Now (ACORN) staged a caravan
into the Lower 9th Ward to claim their
right to return and placarded hundreds of
homes with “No Bulldozing” signs.

“Since its inception, the Twenty-First Century Foundation has been
committed to social justice for Black communities. When we established our Hurricane Katrina Fund, we felt it was critical for our
grantmaking to provide immediate support for poor, working and
middle class Black people to enable them to assert their voices and
power early in the Gulf Coast rebuilding process and to push for just
and equitable rebuilding strategies. It became clear very quickly
that strategies such as litigation and community organizing were
required to provide all with equal opportunities to rebuild, and to
push for transparency in the rebuilding process. It is frightening to
think what might have happened had such strong voices and organizations not existed — a ‘free market’ recovery where those with
financial resources could rebuild and where everyone else is left
behind and vilified for not getting their lives together.”
— Rev. John Vaughn, The Twenty-First Century Foundation

Photo courtesy of David Metraux, www.davidmetraux.com;
caption courtesy of New Orleans ACORN,
www.neworleans.acorn.org

A g i n g  a n d  D i s a b l e d P o p u l a t i o n s

“One of the crises created when Hurricanes Katrina and Rita struck the
Gulf Coast in 2005 was displacement — thousands of people were forced
to move from their homes and in some cases relocate to other states.
The elderly community was particularly impacted. And there were
elderly evacuees who, because their incomes and assets had been
reduced or eliminated, were now eligible for government benefits — benefits that would make a huge difference in their lives at a
critical time — and they weren’t aware of it.
The National Council on Aging (NCOA), with a $500,000 grant from
the Atlantic Philanthropies, addressed this problem by developing a
special version of BenefitsCheckUp, its web-based benefits screening
tool. NCOA, working with government and relief agencies, trained
staff to assist the elderly to use the tool so they could qualify for
Medicare and Medicaid, food stamps, state pharmacy assistance, and
other entitlements.
In the end, the agencies helped 1,419 clients to enroll in benefit
programs, qualifying for services worth $2.3 million annually and
$10.6 million over their lifetimes. This was an example of a need
being met with a combination of funding, technology, knowledge and
compassion — a real success story for our grantee.”
— The Atlantic Philanthropies

f u nd i ng ca t e g o r i e s



A r t s ,  C u l t u r e ,  a n d  E d u c a t i o n

First Shearwater Pottery produced
after Hurricane Katrina devastated the
Shearwater workshop. Ocean Springs,
Mississippi.
Photo courtesy of the Mississippi Arts Commission,
www.arts.state.ms.us

“The Fertel Foundation is energized by a passion for weaving ideas
and people together, and is especially interested in initiatives that
challenge entrenched communities of power and help new communities and new insights emerge. As a reflection of these interests,
our education funding has concentrated on arts-centered afterschool projects and the development of charter schools, and our
funding in arts and culture has supported projects in theater, feature
film, and documentary film.
Since our first forays into grantmaking after Katrina, the goal of
the Fertel Foundation’s funding in New Orleans has been twofold:
1) to bring back New Orleans as it was; 2) to bring New Orleans back
without the oppressive hierarchies and racism that existed before. Impossible of course, but ‘if man’s reach should not exceed his grasp,
then what’s a heaven for. . . ?’”
— Randy Fertel, The Fertel Foundation and The Ruth U. Fertel Foundation

C o m m u n i t y  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t

This artist’s rendition of Teche Ridge
exhibits the Southern Mutual Help
Association’s new paradigm for recovery
and strengthening of rural communities.
It is a 50-acre housing development on
Teche Ridge, Louisiana, an area of New
Iberia that has never flooded. This pioneering effort for rural development will
feature smart-growth, traditional neighborhood design made for mixed-use and
for mixed-income residents. Built with
greener and more hazard resistant construction techniques, it will provide 554 
housing units, with one-fourth of those
units set aside as affordable housing.

“The F.B. Heron Foundation is supporting Gulf Coast recovery
efforts that help low-income families to build assets and take
control over their lives, and to make decisions for themselves and
their families. An outstanding example is Southern Mutual Help
Association (SMHA), which has helped nearly 700 families rebuild
their homes in often-neglected rural communities. Working comprehensively towards equitable, long-term rebuilding in the region,
SMHA has also helped area businesses and community facilities to
rebuild, providing jobs and improved quality of life opportunities.”
— Mary Jo Mullan, The F.B. Heron Foundation

Sketch and caption courtesy of Southern Mutual Help
Association, Inc., www.southernmutualhelp.org
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Environment

Cypress swamp, Louisiana Bayou.
Photo courtesy of the National Geodetic Survey, a branch of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration of the United
States government. www.ngs.noaa.gov

“The Gulf Coast Fund was formed in the weeks after Katrina by
a consortium of foundations that knew it would be important to
provide communities with accurate information about potential
toxic exposure. Our first grant was given to conduct independent
monitoring of soil and water and to provide returning families with
protective gear. As with issues of poverty and injustice, Katrina laid
bare the toxic legacy and coastal destruction caused by decades of
abuse and neglect of the Gulf Coast’s environment and communities. We believe that environment and human rights are integrally
linked, and the Gulf Coast Fund prioritizes projects that demonstrate or recognize this link. The Gulf Coast Fund is about protecting
every person’s right not to be internally displaced, to live in a safe
and healthy environment, and to have a role in preserving the future
of the region. Donors who have funded community recovery and
redevelopment must protect their investment by ensuring a healthy
and sustainable coastal region.”
— Annie Ducmanis, The Gulf Coast Ecological Health and Community
Renewal Fund

Cypress grove and the New Orleans
skyline.
The marshes, cypress swamps and barrier
islands that protect the shores and cities
of Gulf Coast states are disappearing at
a rate of roughly one football field nearly
every 30 minutes. Though Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita destroyed some of this
land, the main causes are saltwater intrusion brought on by man-made navigation
channels and canals and the reduction in
sediment deposits that levees and dams
along the Mississippi River prevent from
reaching the Gulf.
Since the founding of New Orleans,
the shoreline of the Gulf of Mexico has
advanced 20 miles and Louisiana has lost
30 percent of its coastal wetlands. A mere
100 yards of cypress trees can reduce wave
energy by as much as 95 percent, underscoring the importance of environmental
regeneration and stewardship as the best
protection against future storms.

H e a l t h a n d  M e n t a l H e a l t h

“Like everyone else, we were grappling with the disaster’s magnitude
and asking ourselves what our role should be. We looked to individuals and organizations on the ground in the Gulf Coast to help
channel funds where they were most needed—organizations like the
Foundation for the Mid South, the Baton Rouge Area Foundation,
and Christian Health Ministries. And we pooled our resources with
other funders, through vehicles such as Grantmakers in Aging’s
Hurricane Fund for the Elderly. We felt the sense of urgency and
expedited funds to help bolster the groups providing critically
needed health and mental health services in the region. But we
also tried to be thoughtful about longer-term needs, especially in
the area of mental health—one of our most recent grants supports a
grassroots effort in New Orleans to create the kind of mental health
and resilience services that citizens will trust and use.”
— Joann Baquilod and Ann Pomphrey, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Information Source: Time Magazine, Special Report: New
Orleans, The Threatening Storm, August 13, 2007, www.time.com

f u nd i ng ca t e g o r i e s



Housing

Graduate students at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology designed this
house, dubbed the Lift House, to be built
easily by volunteers and to be sturdy in the
face of the strong winds and rising waters
that future hurricanes might bring.
Sketch of Lift House by Non Arkaraprasertkul, courtesy of
SIGUS Group in the School of Architecture and Planning at MIT,
web.mit.edu/sigus; caption courtesy of Oxfam America, www.
oxfamamerica.org

“In the aftermath of the disaster, The Annie E. Casey Foundation (Casey)
offered to assist with immediate relief and longer-term recovery in
ways that emanate from our mission to strengthen and support families
living in communities of concentrated poverty. We had over a decade
of experience working with Louisiana leaders prior to the storms and
the relationships we forged laid the groundwork for our recent support. Casey has worked in tandem with a host of other funders in the
Living Cities consortium to direct resources for recovery and rebuilding, of which affordable housing is a major component. Our priority is
to ensure responsible redevelopment that engages and benefits community residents. Living Cities selected PolicyLink to help shape the
policy environment for rebuilding in the Gulf Coast. PolicyLink is a
group based in Oakland, California that works with local and national
partners to promote equitable development. They helped to connect
residents to resources and information via www.louisianarebuilds.info,
an interactive web-based tool. The objective for all of these investments has been to ensure that the interests of low-income children and
families are kept at the forefront throughout the recovery process.”
— The Annie E. Casey Foundation
H u n g e r  a n d P o v e r t y

“AmeriCares was on the ground within days of the hurricanes with
our disaster response team. Although communication was difficult
we were able to follow the evacuee flow and supply makeshift clinics and shelters with medical and other donated supplies which
is our primary mission. The level of donations both financial and
in-kind allowed us to reach beyond our core business. We were able
to work at several levels to meet the immediate needs of evacuees as
well as support the longer term recovery of communities. Through
quick turnaround small grants we supported soup kitchens serving
evacuees and volunteers, food pantries and missions. In an effort to
be as close to individuals as possible we worked with local agencies
that were providing case management for residents to directly assist
with utility payments, the purchase of materials and appliances
for rebuilding, as well as other immediate needs. We recognized
the increased level of uninsured residents and provided operating
support to community clinics to help defray the costs of serving this
increased caseload. We have renewed several of our grants already
and will continue our support until our resources are depleted.”
— Trish Tweedley, AmeriCares
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I m m e d i a t e  D i s a s t e r  R e l i e f

New Orleans Fire Department rescue
boats purchased with a grant from The
Leary Firefighters Foundation.
Lake Pontchartrain, October 2006.
Courtesy of The Leary Firefighters Foundation,
www.learyfirefighters.org

“In 2005, the Leary Firefighters Foundation (LFF) made a grant to the
New Orleans Fire Department (NOFD) to purchase 15 rescue boats for
deployment throughout the Crescent City. In February 2006, and again
in August of that year, LFF staff members conducted fact-finding missions in New Orleans and learned that the NOFD continued to operate
under emergency conditions—a finding that prompted LFF to turn
its attention to supporting the restoration of firehouses. To date, the
foundation has restored six firehouses and assisted in the refurbishment of nine others. The restoration of firehouses not only improves
safety and morale for firefighters in New Orleans, but also goes a long
way to ensuring residents have the protection and support they need to
return to their homes and communities.”
— Lys Hopper, The Leary Firefighters Foundation

Intermediaries

Sandy Nguyen and his boat, Lady Hana,
are back in the fishing business thanks to
assistance from Seedco Financial. Venice,
Louisiana, 2007.

“The Ford Foundation funded institutions that help people living in
poverty have a voice in the policies and practices that would shape
the rebuilding of the regions affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.
One of the organizations giving these residents this opportunity is
the Louisiana Disaster Recovery Foundation. Ford initially funded
the LDRF to provide immediate relief and recovery assistance in
Southwest Louisiana. Going beyond those first few weeks following the
storms, Ford looked to the LDRF to lead the way in long-term efforts
to bring equity and inclusion to Louisiana. It remains important for us
to invest in institutions like the LDRF that are on the ground and committed to implementing improvement through policy change.”

Courtesy of Jeremy Stone, Seedco Financial,
www.seedcofinancial.org/gulfcoast

— Linetta Gilbert, The Ford Foundation

Presentation of grant checks to two of
Seedco Financial’s Vietnamese-American
fisheries clients (Sandy Nguyen and
Duong “Sugar” Tran) along with many of
their fellow fishermen and deckhands.
Venice, Louisiana, 2007.

“Seedco Financial has taken a special interest in the Southeast
Louisiana commercial fishing industry. The majority of commercial fishermen are sole proprietors that support their families and
communities solely through the seafood they harvest on the Gulf.
However, between shrinking dockside prices, the increasing cost
of diesel, and the continuing effects of the 2005 storms, this way of
life has been significantly threatened. In response, Seedco Financial
has been providing financial and technical assistance to commercial
fishermen. Seedco Financial’s newly opened Southeast Louisiana
Fisheries Assistance Center, a one-stop shop for fisheries marketing, technical, social, and financial services, is the first of its kind
in the state.”
— Jeremy Stone, Seedco Financial

Courtesy of Seedco Financial, www.seedcofinancial.org/gulfcoast
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W o m e n ,  Ch i l d r e n ,  a n d F a m i l i e s

Volunteers brighten a New Orleans
playground.
Copyright Jonas Bendiksen.
Courtesy of The Rockefeller Foundation.

“Immediately after the storms, the Ms. Foundation for Women
established the Katrina Women’s Response Fund to promote the
health, safety, and economic well-being of women, their families,
and communities in the Gulf Coast. The Ms. Foundation knew that
women and girls—particularly women of color and low-income
women—would experience the aftermath of Katrina most acutely
and so moved quickly to make grants to meet the immediate needs
of women of color and low-income women in the region and ensure
that their leadership and priorities would be central to the shortand long-term rebuilding process.
‘Since the hurricanes, our grantees have worked tirelessly to
ensure an equitable, healthy future for their families and communities,’ says Sara K. Gould, President and CEO of the Ms. Foundation.
One such organization is the United Houma Nation Relief Fund.
Located at the direct intersection of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita,
the Houma Indian tribe was devastated by the storms, leaving some
7,000 tribe members homeless, their houses completely destroyed
by wind and water. Undaunted, Chief Brenda Dardar Robichaux
quickly pulled the tribe’s resources together, providing assistance to
thousands of Houma families by delivering furniture, food and hope,
and offering the benefits of a tight-knit community. Ms. Foundation
support enables Robichaux and the tribe to bolster support for
women and children, including trauma counseling and education
programs for young people and training for women in nontraditional careers such as construction. Following in the footsteps of
the strong Houma women before her, Robichaux credits her ability
to keep moving forward to her matrilineal heritage. She says, ‘Our
women have been leaders. They’ve had to be strong and I’ve had to
be strong.’”
— Ms. Foundation for Women
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